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himself with serious things. How sordid and brutish did the two beaus appear, said he, compared to that noble and excellent person, my lord
------!    How were they laughed at and despised by
all the gentlemen in the company, and looked upon as fellows fit for nothing, but in the highway to disaster! On the other hand, it occurred to him, how handsomely did that young gentleman answer them; with what modesty did he speak, and yet boldly, in defence of a religious life; and what an honour was paid him for it, by all the company, and by the nobleman in particular! and then to think of what that lord had said, with what applause it was received; how all the company listened to his lordship, as to an oracle; how general a consent was given to it by all the gentlemen: and, in a word, how agreeable the conversation of the day was, put it altogether; and yet, said he, of eleven gentlemen in the room, there was not one man among them, except the clergyman, who was not above me both in quality and estate.
From all this he drew this general and happy conclusion for himself, viz., that he should never be a complete gentleman, till he became a religious man ; and that the more of a Christian he was, the fitter he should be for the conversation of the best and greatest men in the kingdom; and in consequence of this resolution, he resolved to apply himself seriously to the study of religious things.
To avoid the usual diversions of the town, while these serious thoughts were upon him, he resolved to retire into the country, to a little seat he had in Hampshire, remote from all conversation, and where he had nobody to talk to but his own servants, or some of the neighbourhood, who were all his tenants. When he found himself so perfectly alone, it began to be a little too much for him, and he